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Abstract 
What is the value of an idea if it can't be communicated effectively?  Every 
breakthrough –scientific, technical, or social– depends on someone convincing others 
that it is worth pursuing. Yet funding agencies such as NSF or DoD, major foundations, 
and venture capital firms all report the same problem: brilliant research too often never 
reaches the real world because the people behind it struggle to communicate its value. 
In this presentation and its associated workshop, participants will build a compelling 
personal or funding pitch using techniques proven in high-stakes, competitive 
environments. Drawing on insights from top innovators and leading researchers in 
neuroeconomics, cognitive psychology, and behavioral science, attendees will learn 
how to speak to decision-makers, government officials, investors, and customers who can turn your idea into 
impact. Walk away with a pitch you can use immediately, and the tools to make sure your next big idea doesn’t 
get ignored. 
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